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the condition of the armed forces was the source of much discontent.10 The normal term of service for privates was twenty-five years, and this could be extended indefinitely in case of delinquency. The granting, as a measure of economy, of protracted leaves of absence, which became customary after 1815, sometimes worked to the disadvantage of enlisted men who, having lost all contact with their native villages, had nowhere to go. The pay of infantry privates was 9 rubles 50 copecks a year, and of privates in the guards from 16 to 25 rubles. After 1815 soldiers were permitted to supplement their meager pay by outside earnings; * for this purpose they were granted annual furloughs for periods of six to eight weeks. The commissariat department was a notorious hotbed of corruption; discipline was harsh and often ruthless. None of these evils was new, but the resentment they naturally provoked became more apparent and more vocal when, at the end of the Napoleonic wars, the army returned to its peacetime quarters. The movement of disaffection was particularly pronounced among the guards who were the immediate victims of incessant drilling, which was a real obsession with Alexander and his three brothers: Constantino, Nicholas, and Michael. For instance, the number of steps infantry was to make per minute was regulated by imperial orders, and any failure to keep the prescribed pace brought upon the delinquent unit severe penalties. The size of the army, moreover, was raised from 394,000 in 1800 to an average of 950,000 in the closing years of Alexander's reign; this meant, of course, that a larger percentage of young men were drafted for military service. There were numerous desertions, much discontent, and occasional mutinies, of which the most notable was that of the Semenovsky regiment of the guards in October, 1820. In May, 1821, the guards were moved to Vilna preparatory to the campaign to put clown the Piedmont revolution, In fact, however, the government used the proposed Italian expedition as a convenient pretext for clearing the capital of regiments regarded as unreliable. The guards did not return to St. Petersburg until the middle of 1822.
Russia's participation in European campaigns, especially in the War of 1813-1815 and in the following three-year occupation of France,
10 Peacetime service was still regulated by the antiquated army regulations of 171,6,- which remained in force, with but minor modifications, until 1839, although new regulations governing the status of the army in wartime were issued in 1812.